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Dear Prayer Partners in Europe

"The climate shock is coming and cannot be avoided," said Pascal Canfin, chairman of the
environmental committee in the European Parliament. "The best way is to reduce emissions
and ésgr/ous adaptation strategies." That means enormous changes in the economy and
society.

Many people are affected. Some young people react with fear. As Christians we live from the
promises of the Creator: "As long as the earth is standing, seed and harvest, frost and heat
should not stop ..." (Genesis 8:22) We believe in God's promises.

But we are not merely watching, but we are setting an example for God's kingdom, ]
exemplarily living a different style, turning away from materialism and prosperity euphoria.

We ask for wisdom for trade unionists, business leaders and politicians, pray for sobriety,
courage and a return to the creator and sustainer of the world.

Gods mandate to mankind to preserve the creation

The European Union wants to be climate neutral by 2050.
EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen presents a draft climate law

The EU should become climate neutral by 2050.
That means a restructuring of ener%]y supply,
industry, traffic and agriculture. At first that would
seem Impossible, but it also involves a great
opportunity. And neither people nor regions
should be let down. Huge funds are needed. Von
der Leyen: "Let us think about what it would cost if
we didn't do anything."

The signs of global warming are unmistakable: with
the beginning of the industrial period, increasing
CO-2 concentrations from 320 to currently 38
ppm, resulting in the greenhouse effect’ with
Increasing average surface temperatures.

The European Environment Agency EEA (www.eea.europa.eu) names the consequences of
global warming: Rising sea levels with flooding of cities such as London, Rotterdam, German
North Sea coast, increases of extreme weather conditions etc. In the Paris Agreement of
2015, almost 200 countries therefore formulated the goal of keeping the rise of global
temperature below 2 degrees.

The climate is changing, it is undisputed, but are they only long-term fluctuations in the

climate or is man involved and, if so, to what extent? Some speak of “climate fraud”, negate

the human part. In di5ﬁute_s like this you always have to ask about the interests behind it. It

?]tands to ?Ieason that the oil and coal industry contest the share and try through lobbying to
ave aninfluence.

It is true that the climate chanﬁe is a complex phenomenon. Experts therefore speak of
probabilities for the arrival of the forecasts, however of 90%. Therefore, adjustments are
necessary for precautionar¥areasons. The meteorologist and committed Christian Dr. Ulrich
Reuter wrote: "We have to take countermeasures together".

Countermeasures mean long-term entry into a CO-2 free economy. Some therefore
advocate further use of nuclear energy or new reactors. This is how France acts and has a
better carbon footprint than Germany. But there is no way back.

However, the great transformation needs prudence and takes time. It must be sustainable,
..e. also include social and economic dimensions, especially considering the jobs. The
impatience of climate activists, especially young people, is understandable, but fear is a poor
advisor. And the claim to “save the world in 10 minutes” is too one-dimensional. In addition
to the vision, we need social understanding about the controversial paths to sustainable

development. How is a global balance of interests possible? Or what price should the ton of
CO-2 get so that it has a steering effect?

And there is a need for Christians and churches to mediate and also to set an example in
business and lifestyle. Just one little example: A while ago, a young person suggested planting
trees. He started it himself. In the meantime, entire forests have been grown that store CO-2.

Prayer
o We pray for agreements in the coming transformation process and corresponding
milestone-decisions.

o \We ask God for a spirit of repentance and return to God and for hope and solidarity
with countries especially concerned.

Coronavirus

Let’s continue to pray using this
prayer by Johannes Hartl, Leader of
the Prayer House in Augsburg,
Germany
Lord, we bring to you all those
who have fallen sick and ask for
comfort and healing for them.
Be near to the suffering ones,
especially to the dying ones.
Please comfort those who are
grieving now.

Give wisdom and energy to
doctors and researchers.
Power to all nurses and carers in
this extreme strain.

A calm and careful manner to all
the politicians and health officials.
We pray for all those who are
panicked, and all who are
overwhelmed with fear.

Additional Prayer Points:-

« Let us pray that millions will
open their hearts to receive
Jesus as their rock in the
storm.

« Let us pray for patience for
the people even if the
restrictions will last longer
than the Easter holidays
(20th April)

+ The C-virus has caused
almost everything to stop,
which has helped the
decrease of CO-2. May we
learn things from this 'quiet
season' which are helpful
for the future, when life has
become 'normal’ again.
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